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Agenda
1 (14:00 - 14:10) Welcome, introduction of participants, and acceptance of agenda 

2 (14:10 - 14:15) Notes from the Kickoff meeting 

3 (14:15 - 14:25) Review of Action Items 

4 (14:25 - 14:45) Report on Activities of Participants 

5 (14:45 - 15:15) Showing GEOSS at Work: Compelling Examples 

6 (15:15 - 16:00) The GEO Label Report (STC Roadmap Activity 2b)

7 (16:00 - 17:00) A GEOSS Citation Standard (STC Roadmap Activity 2a)

8 (17:00 - 17:20) Presence at major conferences

9 (17:20 - 17:35) GEOSS Promotion Material

10 (17:35 - 17:50) Future WebEx conferences and face2face meetings

11 (17:50 - 18:00) Summary and Action Items 



  

Approach:
- Implement selected activities of the STC Roadmap
- Carry out additional activities as appropriate 

ST-09-02: Overview

Five main Activities (each with several sub-activities):
Activity 1: Links with major scientific research enterprises
                     (inventory; prioritization; integration)
Activity 2: Encourage scientists and technical experts to contribute to GEOSS
                     (Roadmap 2a: citation standard; Roadmap 2b: “GEO label”;      
                      Roadmap 2e: registration of scientific data sets) 
Activity 3: Outreach to diverse scientific and technological communities in 
                  order to make GEOSS more visible and attractive
                     (promotion material; outreach of GEO principals; Roadmap 2d: Showing GEOSS 
                      at work - compelling examples)
Activity 4: Specific efforts to contact universities and research laboratories with 
                   the goal to involve them in GEOSS activities.
                      (major university cooperation programs and research network; collaboration 
                       with GEO tasks; transition from research to operational) 
Activity 5: Presence of GEO at major symposiums and other meetings on 
                  different levels. (presentations at major conferences; specific sessions on 
                      GEOSS; side events; series of GEO - SBA-specific - conferences)



  

Review of past year:
- Very little response to e-mail requests for input
- Under commitment to task activities
- Reconsider how the task work can be progressed
- More meetings (see Top 10)

Top 4: Reports 



  

TOP 5: Compelling Examples

Sub-Activity 3.3 (Roadmap activity Showing GEOSS at work: compelling examples): 
(Roadmap 2d) Showing GEOSS at work. Support broader involvement of S&T communities 
by a set of compelling examples showing how GEOSS serves S&T communities in their work. 
Suitable examples will be identified in cooperation with GEO Tasks and the provision of the 
examples through the tasks will be promoted. The examples will be accessible through the 
GEO web page and/or the GEO portals and publicized in reports and at conferences. This 
activity will strongly feed into the preparations for the Ministerial in 2010.

Initial proposals from Task Team Members: four proposals

Invitations to Showcase authors and selected presenters at GEOSS Sessions:
- 33 invitations,  
- 13 proposals (in total), 
- 7 SBAs,
- 3 cross-cutting proposals 

- 12 proposals reviewed; 1 still under review.
- 8 accepted;
- one-page stories and other material requested.



  

Top 5: Compelling Examples

Selected Compelling Examples:
Water:                Pilot Projects for Improved Water Discovery and Quality 
                            Assessments 

Climate:             (1) Capacity building of operational oceanography and climate 
                                  adaptation 
                            (2) Year of Tropical Convection (YOTC) 

Ecosystems:       enviroGRIDS Building Capacity for a Black Sea Catchment 
                            Observation and Assessment System supporting Sustainable 
                            Development

Biodiversity:      Protected Areas Monitoring Pilot

Agriculture:      The Harmonized World Soil Database (HWSD) as a first step 
                            towards a Global Soil Information System 

Health:               Using Earth Observations to Benefit Health

Cross-cutting:   EuroSITES : European Observatory Network 



  

Top 5: Compelling Examples
Publication of Compelling Examples: Central Entry web page with links to 
individual CE pages: 



  

Top 5: Compelling Examples

Design study by SCG

Publication of Compelling Examples: Central Entry web page with links to 
individual CE pages: 



  

Top 6: GEO Label

Sub-Activity 2.2 (Roadmap Activity 2b; establishing a “GEO label”):
(Roadmap 2b) Establishing a “GEO label”. Develop a concept for a “GEO label” related to the 
scientific relevance, quality, acceptance and societal needs for activities in support of GEOSS 
as an attractive incentive for involvement of the S&T communities. A draft concept will be 
proposed in early 2010 liaising with existing major Earth observation data providers.

- STC-Co-Chairs' Guideline: two aspects: 
   - objective: quality-related
   - subjective: relevance and acceptance-related

- Inherently related to data review:
  - quality assurance more responsibility of provider;
  - peer-review more responsibility of publisher;
  - fit-for-usage is an important criteria; depends on application
  - many more considerations (see Parsons et al., 2010)



  

Sidetrack: URR



  

Sidetrack: URR



  

Sidetrack: URR



  

Sidetrack: URR



  

Sidetrack: URR

Request: Comments from the Task Team on the URR and, in 
particular, the Research Needs Form

- In Development: Analysis functions and graphical presentation of results; 
  including gap analysis
- Under discussion: Technology/Infrastructure  Needs form



  

Top 6: GEO Label
Initial incomplete draft concept distributed to ST-09-02 Task Team for 
discussion at this meeting. Three separable facets of a unique GEO label:
  (1) quality, based on QA4EO (objective/quantitative criteria)
  (2) relevance/acceptance/fit-for-use: based on user feedback 
        (subjective/qualitative)
  (3) match with user needs: based on (objective/quantitative) fit with 
        (somewhat subjective) user needs in the GEO User Requirement Registry 
        (URR)   



  

Top 6: GEO Label

Time Schedule:
- Draft concept for the next STC meeting
- Goal to have the proposal discussed/endorsed at the GEO Plenary 2011



  

Top 7: GEOSS Citation Standard

Sub-Activity 2.1 (Roadmap Activity 2a; a GEOSS citation standard): 
(Roadmap 2a) Getting GEOSS acknowledged: In the scientific community in particular, 
recognition and renown are important currencies. In order to increase the attractiveness of 
GEO and GEOSS for scientists, their contributions must be acknowledged visibly when others 
use it to their benefit. A GEOSS citation standard will be proposed by the end of 2009 and its 
use will be promoted thereafter.

- Broad issue of data citation and data review;
- Issue recognized and discussed by many organizations;
- GEOSS Citation Standard should be consistent with general development; 

The Federation of Earth Science Information Partners (ESIP) has a Preservation and 
Stewardship Cluster, which is discussing Data Citation Rules. 

The objective of the cluster is to support the long-term preservation of Earth system 
science data and information. 



  

Top 7: GEOSS Citation Standard



  

GEOSS Citation Standard (2.1)

By M. A. Parsons, R. Duerr, J.-B. Minster



  

GEOSS Citation Standard (2.1)

The IPY guidelines are analogous to the rules used in the publication process. The Citations 
should include (as appropriate):

    * Authors (people directly responsible for acquiring the data)
    * Dates (data publication date – not its collection)
    * Title of the data set
    * Editor (the person who compiled the data set from other materials or performed QA on the 
       acquired data, etc.)
    * Publisher (the organization, often a data center, that is responsible for archiving and 
       distributing the material)
    * Version
    * Access date & URL
    * Should include a DOI if one exists 

and noting variations for time series data where data sets are dynamic and where perhaps only 
a subset of the data is used

    * Algorithm developers are the authors
    * Date – add to the date published an indicator of how often the dataset is updated (e.g., 
       updated daily)
    * Dates of data used 



  

GEOSS Citation Standard (2.1)

Finally Ruth Duerr gave a brief overview of digital identifier technologies and their uses:

    * To uniquely & unambiguously identify a particular piece of data no matter which copy a 
       user has (e.g. UUID)
    * To locate data no matter where they are currently held (e.g. handles, PURL’s, OIDs)a
    * To identify the data cited in a particular publication (DOI)
    * To be able to tell that two files contain the same data even if the formats are different. In 
       other words, to determine if two files are “scientifically identical” to use Curt Tilmes' 
       terminology. 

At that point three proposed discussion questions were put to the audience for consideration:

   1. How should the intellectual effort of data publication be recognized?
   2. Is peer review for data appropriate and how might it be implemented?
   3. Is formal data citation appropriate and how might it work? 



  

GEOSS Citation Standard (2.1)

Sub-Activity 2.1 (Roadmap Activity 2a; a GEOSS citation standard): 
(Roadmap 2a) Getting GEOSS acknowledged: In the scientific community in particular, 
recognition and renown are important currencies. In order to increase the attractiveness of 
GEO and GEOSS for scientists, their contributions must be acknowledged visibly when others 
use it to their benefit. A GEOSS citation standard will be proposed by the end of 2009 and its 
use will be promoted thereafter.

Time Schedule
- Draft concept for first GEOSS Citation Standard to STC before next STC 
  meeting
- Goal to have it up for discussion/endorsement at GEO Plenary 2011 
- Further developments afterward through link to the ESIP et al. discussions 
- Could two or three EGIDA participants devote resources to this in 2012? 



  

Activity 5: Presence of GEO at major symposiums and other meetings on 
                  different levels.
   5.1  Identify major scientific conference and facilitate plenary presentations 
          on GEO and GEOSS
          - List of scientific conferences has been started at geo-tasks.org (needs 
            update);
          - Request to STC members to submit information on conferences to 
            ST-09-02 was not successful
          - Current list biased towards some SBAs
          - Broader effort needed with more resources; EGIDA?

Top 8: Presence at Major Conferences



  

Top 8: Presence at Major Conferences
Activity 5: Presence of GEO at major symposiums and other meetings on 
                  different levels.
    5.2  Session on GEOSS-related topics at major scientific meetings
           Past:
           - GEOSS session at COSPAR: chaired by G. Ollier and N. Gobron 
             (report not yet available) 
           - ISPRS VIII Symposium, August 9-12, Kyoto: 2 GEOSS Session 
             chaired by H.-P. Plag and Bingfang: very good discussions revealing 
             the benefits of GEOSS; report in next GEO Newsletter  
           Future:
           - AGU Fall 2010: GEOSS related hydrology session: only four invited 
             abstracts, no contributed abstracts; merged with other session
           - ISRSE 2011, 10-15 April 2011, Sydney: side events and sessions

 - IUGG 2011, 27 June-08 July 2010, Melbourne: not aware of GEOSS-
             related sessions
          Issues: 
         - Needs more resources and a concept discussion; EGIDA?



  

Activity 5: Presence of GEO at major symposiums and other meetings on 
                  different levels.

     5.3  Organize/promote side events at major scientific meetings
   - Difficult to keep overview, GEO Secretariat should inform ST-09-02

     
     5.4  High-level prospectus for a series of SBA-specific major conferences
            - Concept (objectives, goals, structure) needs some development
            - Needs coordination with the respective CB Task (CB-10-01c)
            - EGIDA? 

Top 8: Presence at Major Conferences



  

Top 9: Promotion Material
Activity 3: Outreach to diverse scientific and technological communities in 
                  order to make GEOSS more visible and attractive
   3.1  Propose, stimulate, foster and monitor the production of promotion 
          material
          - stalled
          - Can EGIDA help?

   3.2  Support outreach of GEO Principals, Committee members and other 
          delegates
          - stalled
          - collection of presentations/slides/slide library should be considered
          - can EGDIA help?

   3.3 Roadmap Activity 2d; showing GEOSS at work: compelling examples:
          - First set of CEs selected after review 
          - one-page stories invited for hand-outs for the STC booth 



  

Top 10: Future WebEx & f2f meetings
Goal:
Higher levels of activities and contributions

Proposal:
- WebEx Conference every 2 months
- f2f Meetings ever six months
- More active reporting

Important:
Commitment to leading specific sub-activities



  



  

ST-09-02: Participation and Resources



  

ST-09-02: Participation and Resources
Contributors: 
- Minor changes
- EGDIA participants (in particular, WG 3 contributors) invited to join
- Activity biased towards North-Atlantic (Europe, North America)
- Bias likely to increase
- Needs to be broadened (South Africa, Asia, Australia, South America)

Leads: 
- IEEE, COSPAR;
- H.-P. Plag PoC (for IEEE)

Additional Co-Task leads? Africa, Asia? Cross-cutting?



  

ST-09-02: Participation and Resources
Task Meetings:
Kick-off meeting, 27-28 July 2009, Frascati
Based on experience with e-mail work, I proposed to meet about every six 
months co-located with other meeting (AGU, STC, ...)

Minutes of KOM:
"12 Date and time of next Task Meeting

The discussion of the next meeting led to the conclusion not to meet in the 
near future. David Halpern proposed that the Task team works by e-mail. 
A potential meeting could then be held during, for example, the IGARS 
meeting on July 25-30, 2010 in Hawaii. No decision about a future meeting 
date and venue was taken."

Splinter meeting of a small number of Task Team members at GEO Plenary in 
Washington, D.C., November 2009.



  

ST-09-02: Participation and Resources

Future: 
- Based on past experience, I will again propose to the Task Team on 
  Thursday to aim for meetings about twice a year co-located with other 
  meeting (AGU, STC, EGIDA Stakeholders, ...)
- EGIDA might help to facilitate more activity and more face2face meetings

2nd Meeting tentatively scheduled in March/April 2010 for June 18, 2010 
in Paris:
- PoC had a conflict; informed Task Team on 13 April 2010.
- Task team decided against meeting without PoC, by WebEx, co-located with 
   IGARSS, etc. and agreed to postpone the meeting and co-located with STC 
   meeting



  

ST-09-02: Participation and Resources
Resources: 
- Dedicated resources: Since July some resources for Activity 3.3 (EPA)
- Now: EGIDA
- More active participants needed to take lead in sub-activities
- Task co-leads?
- Better coverage across SBAs needed 


