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Description: The DSTF is convened to 

1. Submit an updated draft of Implementation Guidelines for the GEOSS Data Sharing Principles to Plenary 2009.
2. Interact with GEO Committees and Task Teams on their data sharing opportunities and needs and work to promote harmonization of data sharing procedures consistent with the Data Sharing Principles. 
3. Prepare an action plan to implement the Data Sharing Principles and to enable the development of working procedures for data sharing within GEOSS.  
4. Produce documentation (including assessments on the actions to be taken; some representative costs and benefits; and, responsibilities for the proposed data sharing processes) to support adoption of the Implementation Guidelines and the action plan by the 2010 GEO Ministerial Summit.
5. Consider possible recommendations to improve the principles for data sharing within GEOSS
Team: Chairs: 
China - Goufu Wang 

European Commission – Alan Edwards

India – V. S. Hegde

Japan - Chiyoshi Kawamoto 

USA - Linda Moodie 

DA-06-01 Task Team – Paul Uhlir ICSU / Robert Chen ICSU / Joanne  Gabrynowicz IISL 

Members:  

Brazil, Cameroon, Canada, France, Italy, Netherlands, Slovenia, UK, Global Spatial

Data Infrastructure, International Center for Integrated Mountain Developments,

Open Geospatial Consortium, UN Environment Programme, UN Office for Outer

Space Affairs.
Added value to GEO:  
Data sharing is important because GEOSS is a shared facility that must ultimately benefit the entire world, including the 190-plus member countries of the UN, of which 77 are part of GEO today. For GEOSS to be a facility for the whole world, including not just wealthy countries and companies but countries with limited resources, then full and open access to data will be critical. 

Added value to STC: 
Clear and open approaches to data sharing should reduce the technical requirements on GEOSS to support complex digital rights management. This should reduce the cost of GEOSS and increase its effectiveness in reaching users and supporting societal benefits with fewer time delays and restrictions. The STC can help bring to bear relevant scientific and technical approaches that would simplify and reduce the costs of digital rights management. 
Cape Town Declaration: 

The work of the DSTF is directly in line with what was outlined in the Cape Town

Declaration i.e “We support the establishment of a process with the objective to

reach a consensus on the implementation of the Data Sharing Principles for GEOSS to be presented to the next GEO ministerial Summit.”
Global goals and assessment:
Earth observations and other geospatial data have been identified as key inputs into sustainable development, e.g., in section 132 of the WSSD Johannesburg Plan of Implementation, which focuses on the “development and wider use of earth observation technologies, including satellite remote sensing, global mapping and geographic information systems, to collect quality data on environmental impacts, land use and land-use changes” and notes the need for urgent action to “strengthen cooperation and coordination among global observing systems and research programmes for integrated global observations, taking into account the need for building capacity and sharing of data from ground-based observations, satellite remote sensing and other sources among all countries.” This section also notes the need for “information systems that make the sharing of valuable data possible, including the active exchange of Earth observation data” and “initiatives and partnerships for global mapping.” If consensus on data sharing can be achieved within the GEO community, this will greatly contribute to efforts to achieve and monitor progress towards the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and for international initiatives and assessments in support of sustainable development such as the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment.

Strong future of GEOSS:

The Ministerial Summit in Cape Town 2007 acknowledged that “The success of GEOSS will depend on a commitment by all GEO partners to work together to ensure, timely, global and open access to data and products”

Link to high Profile Issues:

See global goals and assessments above.

Cross cutting nature: 
Data sharing issues impact on all scientific disciplines. Therefore interaction with GEO Committees and Task Teams on their data sharing opportunities and needs and working to promote harmonization of data sharing procedures consistent with the Data Sharing Principles is an important aspect of the work of the DSTF if consensus is to be achieved in 2010.

Capacity building: 

Agenda 21 defined Capacity building (Chapter 37, UNCD 1992) as follows

“Capacity building encompasses the country’s human, scientific, technological, organizational, institutional and resource capabilities. A fundamental goal of capacity building is to enhance the ability to evaluate and address the crucial questions related to policy choices and modes of implementation among development options, based on an understanding of environment potentials and limits and of needs perceived by the people of the country concerned". 

In order to address capacity building issues within countries it is imperative that an environment of scientific data sharing be nurtured. However in the 21st Century consideration of these issues cannot be limited to national level but cross boarder data access consensus must also be encouraged and supported in society’s strive to promote capacity building. GEO as an international global forum can play a major role in striving for consensus towards data sharing at the earth observation level. Open access to key Earth observation data and resources not only enables international cooperation in research and scientific assessments, but also underpins the credibility and transparency of the outputs and consequently the ability to develop consensus on policy responses and management approaches Achieving consensus is the underlying objective of the DSTF.
